CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF XI SIGMA PI

July 1, 1974

ARTICLE I.

Name and Objectives

Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be the Society of Xi Sigma Pi, and it shall be known as an honors fraternity for natural resource professionals and students.

Section 2.  The objectives of this Society shall be to secure and maintain a high standard of scholarship in forest resources management education, to work for the improvement of the forest resources management profession, and to promote a fraternal spirit among those engaged in activities related to the forest resources.

ARTICLE II.

Chapters

Section 1.  Collegiate chapters may be established at any institution of learning offering a complete curriculum in forest resources management; provided that the curriculum is substantially equivalent to the usual undergraduate curriculum in forest resources management, and provided also that the forest resources management curriculum shall have been established in that institution for not less than five years and that the forest resource management faculty shall consist of not less than five full time members.  If the curriculum is accredited by the Society of American Foresters, this shall be accepted as prima facie evidence that the applicant institution has complied with the foregoing requirements.

Section 2.  A petition for a charter for the establishment of a new chapter shall be addressed to the Forester of the Society, who shall refer it to the Executive Council.  The number of petitioning charter members from any institution shall not be less than six, of whom not less than two shall be members of the instructing body; provided that these shall be eligible to membership as hereinafter specified.  When a two-thirds affirmative vote of the Executive Council has been secured on each petition from a school unaccredited by the Society of American Foresters, the Forester shall refer the petition to each chapter of the Society.  The consent of three fourths of the active chapters shall be necessary for the granting of a charter.  Executive council members and chapters not reporting their votes on the question submitted by the Forester within a period of forty days from the time of submission shall be regarded as having voted in the affirmative.  The Forester shall refer to petitions from schools accredited by the Society of American Foresters to each chapter of the Society.  The consent of three-fourths of the active chapters shall be necessary for the granting of charter.  Chapters not reporting their votes on the question submitted by the Forester within a period of forty days from the time of submission shall be regarded as having voted in the affirmative.  The forty day period shall start at 12:00 midnight o f the day of mailing and shall end at 12:00 midnight of the fortieth day thereafter.  All ballots received after the period has elapsed shall be counted as cast if they are postmarked not later than the fortieth day.  No petition shall be mailed to Chapters or to members of the Executive Council with in the period beginning April 15 and ending September 15 of each year.  It shall be the objective and duty of the national officers to expedite action on all petitions for new chapters.

Section 3.  The election of a chapter having been secured, the charter for its establishment shall be issued by the Executive Council.

Section 4.  The form of the charter shall be as follows:



BE IT KNOWN; that the establishment of ___________Chapter of the Society of XI SIGMA PI at _______________ is hereby authorized, and to the following persons as Charter Members a charter is hereby granted, conveying to them and to all who shall succeed them in membership in the Chapter all the duties and privileges of the Society, as stated in the Constitution and its By-Laws.

(Name of Charter Members)

Witness Hereto the signatures of the Forester, Secretary-Fiscal Agent, and the Seal of the Society, on this______ day of ___________ in _______AD, and the _______ year of the Society.

ARTICLE III.

Society Membership

Section 1.  The Society shall consist of active, associate, and honorary members.

a. The active membership shall consist of duly elected members in Collegiate Chapters.

b. The associate membership shall consist of duly elected active members not in Collegiate Chapters, and of those elected by the Executive Council as hereinafter provided.

c. Honorary membership shall consist of those elected by the Executive council as hereinafter provided.

Section 2.  Membership in collegiate Chapters shall consist of duly elected faculty and duly elected forestry students in residence at the institution at which the chapter is located, according to the following provisions:

A. Faculty members

1. Any professor or instructor in residence may be elected to active membership provided that he or she is giving instruction in forest resources management subjects or is regularly engaged in research or extension activities directly related to forest resource management.

B. Student Members:

1. Juniors, Seniors and transfer students regularly registered in a forest resource management curriculum.  To be eligible for election to membership, a candidate must have all of the following qualifications

a. He or she must have completed at least 74 semester hours, or 110 quarter hours of credit.

b. If a transfer student, he must have been regularly registered in the forest resource management curriculum for at least one semester, or one and one-half quarters

c. He or she must rank scholastically at least in the upper 25 percent of his or her class, or have a “B” average or better.  Local Chapters may impost one of both of theses requirements at their discretion

d. He or she must have completed at least 10 semester hours or 15 quarter hours of credit in forest resources management courses.

2. Graduate students regularly registered with major work in a forest resources management curriculum may be elected to membership by a chapter.  To be eligible for election to membership, a candidate must have the following qualifications:

a. A graduate student with 10 or more former semester hours or 15 or more quarter hours of credit in forest resources management courses will become eligible for election to membership after one semester or one and one-half quarters of residence at the institution at which the Chapter is located.

b. A graduate student without 10 or more former semester hours or 15 or more former quarter hours of forest resources management courses will become eligible for election to membership upon completing 10 semester hours, or 15 quarter hours of credit in forest resources management courses.

c. He or she must have an outstanding academic record in his or her graduate work.

C. Character and personality qualifications:

a. An individual’s personality and character should be scrutinized no less closely than his or her scholastic rank.  He or she must have shown a creditable interest and activity in his or her curriculum, and give promise of attaining high professional achievement.  Election to membership should be dependent upon composite rating rather than upon scholastic alone.  As a reminder the following list of character and personality traits should be read by the presiding officer before voting upon the candidates:          Honesty, morality, industry, willingness to cooperate, friendliness, dependability, and leadership.

b. Frank discussion is urged about each candidate before a vote is taking on his or her acceptability.

D. The candidate shall be elected by three-fourths affirmative vote of the members voting.

E. It shall be the policy of the fraternity, where practical, to select its initiates during the junior year than toward the end of the senior year in order to provide in the greatest possible degree the benefits of active membership.

Section 3.   Any person who has attained a recognized national reputation in forest resources management may be elected to associate membership and any person who has made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of forestry may be elected to honorary membership by the Executive Council upon the recommendation of any chapter.  A two-thirds affirmative vote of those Executive Council members voting within a period set by the National Forester shall be required for election.  A voting period shall not be less than thirty days starting at 12: 00 midnight of the day the question is mailed to the Council.

ARTICLE V.

Government of the Chapters

Section 1.   The officers of the chapter shall consist of a Forester, an Associate Forester, a Secretary-Fiscal Agent and a Forest Ranger, and such other officers as may be approved by the Executive Council.  The Forester shall be executive head of the chapter, and shall perform such duties as usually pertain to such an office.  The Associate Forester shall perform the duties of the Forester in the latter’s absence.  The Secretary-Fiscal Agent shall act as secretary-treasurer of the chapter.  It shall be the duty of the Forest Ranger to prepare and have charge of all candidates for initiation into the chapter.

Section 2.  The officers of the chapter shall be elected at the last regular meeting of the college year, or such other time as may be approved by the Executive Council, and shall serve during the following year.  The election of an officer shall be determined by a majority of votes at the meeting.

Section 3.  Three-fourths of the members of a chapter who are students shall constitute a quorum.

Section 4.  Officers can be removed by a three-fourths majority vote of all members.

ARTICLE VI.

Conventions

Section 1.  Conventions, presided over by the incumbent national officers, shall be held biennially at such time and place as may be determined by the Executive Council.  The Executive Council member, or a substitute duly elected by the active members of the chapter, shall serve as the official chapter delegate.  The right to vote by proxy shall be accorded each official convention delegate.

Section 2.  While in session, national conventions shall be empowered to carry-out the duties of the Executive Council as set forth in Article IV, Section 4 of this constitution.

ARTICLE VII.

Amendments

Section 1.  This constitution may be amended by a three-fourths affirmative vote of all the chapters of the Society by letter ballot distributed by the National Secretary-Fiscal Agent after the proposed amendment has been approved by a three-fourths majority of the official delegates to the national Convention.

Section 2.  All amendments must be submitted to the National Secretary-Fiscal Agent by either a chapter, a member of the Executive Council, or an official delegate to the National Convention.

ARTICLE VIII.

Affirmative Action

Section 1.  Sex shall be considered neither a qualification for nor a hindrance to membership in Xi Sigma Pi.

Section 2.  NON-DISCRIMINATION CLAUSE:  The Sub-Unit shall not discriminate on the basis of age, ethnicity, gender, disability, color, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status.
